
Poli Sci Newsbreak
Undergraduate Newsletter    Fall 2008

Welcome back to the U of M. We in the Department of Political Science hope you have a most
enjoyable  2008-2009 school year.

On the following pages, you will find several announcements about internships, scholarships, career-
related events, as well as articles by some of our poli sci majors about their recent travels, and finally news and
updates from our faculty members.

The Department of Political Science is hoping to expand its long-standing Congressional Internship
Program beginning this fall. Check out the spring semester internship opportunities with Senators Norm
Coleman and Amy Klobuchar and Congressional Representatives Michele Bachmann, Keith Ellison, and Betty
McCollum. If your political interests are more at the local level and you to want to learn more about local
politics, several internships are also available this spring with the Minnesota State Senate and Minnesota House
of Representatives.

One way to combat the rising costs of college tuition is to apply for one of the numerous national
scholarships as well as scholarships offered by the Department of Political Science. Here are just a few of the
national scholarship competitions that are particularly suited to political science majors: Beinecke Scholarships,
Boren National Security Education Program Scholarships, Carnegie Endowment for Peace Junior Fellows
Program, Fulbright Grants, Luce Scholarship Program, Marshall Scholarships, Mitchell Scholarships, Pickering
Foreign Affairs Fellowships, Rhodes Scholarships, Scoville Peace Fellowships, Truman Scholarships, USA
Today's All-USA College Academic Team, and the Udall Native American Congressional Internships.
Informational sessions are held throughout the school year. More detailed information about specific
scholarships can be found on the Honors Program web site at www.honors.umn.edu/. Applications for the
Department of Political Science’s scholarship programs will be available soon on the department’s web site.

Over the past several months, the Department of Political Science has sponsored poli sci majors to
attend some national, and international, conferences and workshops. Bobby Goldaris represented the
Department and the U of M at the 50th Annual U.S. Air Force Academy Assembly and shared his impressions
of the conference in his article on page 5. Molly Tolzmann was our representative at the 59th Annual Student

Conference on U.S. Affairs in New York.
Molly also shared her experiences in her
article on page 6. And for the third year in a
row, another poli sci major, Patrick
Reinikainen, was able to participate in a
summer academy in Schloss Hofen, Austria.
Details about the summer academy and some
of Patrick’s photos can be found on page 8.
All of these poli sci majors were able to
participate in these events due to the financial
support of the Department of Political
Science.

Lastly, to learn more about what your
professors have been doing when they are not
teaching classes, check out the Faculty
Accolades and Awards section on page 9.
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One Day, One Interview, FIVE Possible Internship Offers
The Department of Political Science has expanded its Congressional Internship

Program. Starting spring semester 2009, full and part-time internships will be available
in the offices of Congresswomen Michelle Bachmann and Betty McCollum,
Congressman Keith Ellison, and U.S. Senators Amy Klobuchar and Norm Coleman.
Applications for these internships will be available in early September. Applications may
be picked up in the Department of Political Science’s Undergraduate Advising Office in
1482 Social Sciences or downloaded from the department’s web site. Applications are
due on Friday, October 31. An on-campus interview day will be scheduled shortly
after Election Day (Tuesday, November 4). Interviews will take place in the Department of Political Science.
Applicants may interview with representatives from all five Congressional and U.S. Senate offices for spring
semester positions. Students may receive internship credit for participating in this program.

Minnesota State Senate Internships
Interested in interning at the state capitol next spring when the 2009 Minnesota

State Legislature goes into session? Plan to attend our on-campus informational
meeting about Senate internships on Thursday, October 2, at 2:00 p.m. (location
TBA). Scott Magnuson, Director of the Senate Information Office and Senate
Internship Coordinator, will be on campus to talk about the internship program. He
will answer questions about the application and selection process, and talk about
working in the Minnesota State Senate. Applications for the 2009 Minnesota State
Senate Internship Program will be available at the informational session.

Getting Credit for Political Internships
Students working in political or governmental internships may receive credit for academic work

completed in association with their internship work. By enrolling in the Department of Political Science’s
internship course, POL 3080, students may receive 1 credit for every 3 hours (per week) of internship work.
Academic work increases with increased hours worked. Assignments will include: weekly journal, 5-7 page
essay, 10 page research paper. Acceptable internships include: US Congress, Minnesota State legislature,
federal, state, and local government agencies, as well as political parties, campaign organizations, and non-
governmental advocacy groups.To enroll in this course, students must first arrange their internship, and then
contact the instructor before the semester begins. Political Science Internship Director Paul Soper will answer
questions about earning credit for your legislative internship through POL 3080. For more information, contact
Paul Soper at psoper@umn.edu or 612-626-1002.

Questions about the Department of Political Science’s internship programs and
internship course may be directed to the Department’s Internship Director,

Professor Paul Soper,  or to Rose  Miskowiec, Undergraduate Adviser.

Professor Paul Soper, (612) 626-1002, psoper@umn.edu
Rose Miskowiec, (612) 624-8517, r-misk@umn.edu
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Truman Scholarship Informational Session
Tuesday, October 7
Noon to 1:00 p.m.
1450 Social Sciences
Sally Lieberman, Associate Director for National and International
Scholarships in the University Honors Program, will be conducting an
informational session for students interested in the Truman Scholarship. This is
a national scholarship competition and MANY political science majors have
received this prestigious award in past years. (See a list of poli sci award
winners at http://www.polisci.umn.edu/people/alumni.php.)

About the Truman Scholarship:

This scholarship is awarded to undergraduates for graduate study leading to a career in government or
elsewhere in public service. Applicants must be U.S. citizens or nationals; currently enrolled JUNIORS in the
upper quarter of their class; should have a strong record of service or activism and leadership, as well as
excellent communication skills. Truman Scholars receive up to $30,000 for graduate or professional school and
participate in a Truman Scholars Leadership Week in the summer after the Junior year. An optional Summer
Institute in Washington D.C. is offered in the summer after graduation. The scholarship carries a service
obligation. About 70-75 scholarships are awarded nationwide. Institutional nomination is required; the U may
endorse up to four candidates. Campus contact: Sally Lieberman, liebe001@umn.edu.

The Truman Scholarship is just one of many prestigious national scholarships available to political
science majors. Sally conducts informational sessions for many of these scholarships. For a list of
national scholarships for which U of M students and poli sci majors have won, visit the University

Honors web site at www.honors.umn.edu/scholarships/index.php.

MORE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

POLITICAL  SCIENCE MAJORS are STRONGLY encouraged to apply for
scholarships through the Department of Political Science, too. We have several scholarships for

which students may apply to assist them with tuition costs as well as support their research
projects, study abroad plans, honors thesis work, and even help cover the costs associated of

doing unpaid internships in Washington, D.C. or abroad.

Applications are available for all of the scholarships awarded by the Department of Political
Science in the Undergraduate Advising Office in 1482 Social Sciences AND online at

www.polisci.umn.edu/ugrad/scholarships.html.
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Career-Planning Events

What can I do with a major in Political
Science or History?
Students who major in Political Science often do a second major or
minor in History and vice versa. The dynamic duo of advisers, Rose
Miskowiec (Poli Sci) and Rich Kott (History), will be cohosting this
career event for students connected to either or both departments.
Alumni with Political Science/History majors and minors will be our
guest panelists. Ever wondered what you can do with a major or minor in Political Science/History? Come to
this career session and get some tips from our U of M alumni.

Date: Wednesday, October 15
Time: 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Location:  West Bank (location TBA)

Government Job and Internship Fair
Stop by this free event to learn about open positions related to public interest and government.

Friday, October 24, 2008
10:00 am to 3:00 p.m.

Coffman Union, Great Hall

Business Careers for CLA Majors
Come to this panel discussion to learn how a Liberal Arts degree can lead to a successful business career.

Thursday, October 30, 2008
2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Location: TBA

U of M Career Center Web Site

The St. Paul Campus Career Center has some very snazzy online workshops on their web site. The online
workshops cover topics such as Resume Writing, Professional Portfolios, Effective Interviewing, Phone
Interviews, Applying for Federal Jobs, Writing Effective Personal Statements, and Job Offers & Salary
Negotiation. Anyone who anticipates having to look for a job at some point in the future would find this
information very helpful and informative. You can view the online workshops any time, day or night. The web
site is http://www.stpaulcareers.umn.edu/workshops.html. Check it out.
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50th Annual U.S. Air Force Academy Assembly
Conference: Dismantling Terrorism by Bobby Goldaris

From this past February 5 through 9, I was
privileged to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy’s
annual academic conference. This year’s assembly,
the 50th annual, focused on developing ways of
combating terrorism in the 21st Century. It was the
stated goal to produce a written consensus that
would then be forwarded to the halls of Congress
and the Pentagon. I was able to attend as the
University of Minnesota’s sole delegate because of
the generous funding of this trip from the U’s Political
Science Department

The first night featured a presentation by
Pulitzer Prize winning author Lawrence Wright (The
Looming Tower). His speech detailed the threats
facing America and the West and he extolled us to
look to the true heart of the issues. Being able to ask
questions of and meet with this author, in a small
group after his speech, was truly a rare opportunity,
and gave me and other delegates insight for the upcoming week.
After each speaker, the large group of around 80 delegates broke into small roundtables composed of 10 to 12
members. From each small group a representative was elected to speak on behalf of the roundtable and work
to piece together the assembly consensus. From my group the representative was me! At dinner that night, a
debate had been arranged, unbeknownst to any of us, for the group representatives to discuss policy and
American diplomatic strategy.

So there I was, on the stage with two midshipman from the Naval Academy, a cadet from the Air Force
Academy, a member of the Royal Canadian Army, and three other students from different universities across the
world. We had been given two minutes notice and now had the floor in front of nearly 100 delegates, cadets,
area experts and Air Force officers. Amazingly, the debate went off extraordinarily well. All of the group
representatives were knowledgeable in the subject matter of politics, policy and terrorism, and we were able to
parlay that into sharp points and rebuttals.

The rest of the week went by without such major surprises, but not without a great deal of learning and
discussion. We heard from the intelligence officer to the 10th Airborne Special Forces group on the tactical
outlook and from a former NORAD officer regarding strategic military considerations. Throughout our
discussions, ideas centered on combining both hard (military force) as well as soft (humanitarian) power to
combat the spread of terrorism throughout the world.

During rapporteur meetings, I and the other group representatives worked diligently to put all the
proposed solutions into clear, concise directives that could be utilized by government agencies.
No one began the week thinking we could solve terrorism. We certainly did not expect to find all the solutions in
five short days. Yet, the exchange of ideas enabled each delegate to go back to his/her respective university or
service with vastly more knowledge and background than that with which they had arrived. Indeed, the very
purpose of any academic gathering is to facilitate the flow of knowledge, and this is exactly what we did. It is an
opportunity from which I have learned much and I am grateful to have been a part of this conference.

 
Poli  sci  major,  Bobby Goldaris (right), Cadet John
Dombroski of the USAF and Kyle Dowd of the Royal
Military College in Canada listen intently to a speaker
at the 50th Annual U.S. Air Force Academy.
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SCUSA 59--Uncertain F utur e: Freedom, Security,
and Responsibility by Molly Tolzmann

The 2007 Student Conference on U.S. Affairs
(SCUSA) took place at West Point Military Academy
from October 31 to November 3.  The 59th annual
conference gives students from all over the world the
chance to come together and discuss various international
issues, meet students interested in similar topics, and
experience life at West Point.  As this year’s delegate
from the Political Science Department here at the U, I
very much enjoyed getting to do all of these things.

West Point is located in upstate New York.  With
the exception of a high school trip to Washington D.C., I
had never been out east before, so I was interested to
see what it was like. When I had been telling people at
the U that I was going to SCUSA and would be missing
class, one staff member told me that he had been to the
same conference back in the 1970s, and described
entering West Point as “going back to the 12th century.”
I was curious to see exactly what he meant by this, and immediately upon getting there, I could see why he had
said so. All of the buildings on the campus look like gigantic stone castles from Medieval Europe.  The large
cathedral that sits on a hill above the rest of the base is beautiful and rivals any I have seen in Europe or
elsewhere in the U.S.

I checked in and was escorted to my home for the next four days: The cadet barracks.  Staying in the
barracks was quite an interesting experience.  All the rooms are very basic and standard, with few individual
touches, and in that respect they were very different from any other dorm I’ve ever been in.  My roommates
were sophomores (or “Yearlings” in West Point slang), meaning that they had seniority over the “Plebes,” (the
freshman who are well aware that they are at the bottom of the hierarchy) but still could not enjoy the privileges
of the “Cows” (juniors) or “Firsties” (seniors).  Every morning, the Plebes would get up earlier than everyone
else to perform tasks around the barracks, including (my favorite) standing in the hallway screaming the
morning’s uniform and any special instructions in a very loud, slow voice every few minutes beginning shortly
after 6:00 a.m.  The week of SCUSA also happened to be the week that Army was playing Air Force in
football, so we got to see a bit of the intense rivalry that goes on between the different branches of the military,
though the rivalry with Air Force does not come close to that with Navy.  Buildings are permanently decorated
with the phrase “Beat Navy” which is also a common greeting between cadets.  Seeing thousands of people
wearing exactly the same thing was also a bit new.  This was particularly true at meals, which we took in the
mess hall with the cadets.  My civilian friends kept mentioning that it seemed like “Harry Potter,” as the mess hall
is gigantic and feeds all 4,000 cadets at the same time for every meal.  Even meal times are subject to the
specific hierarchy that governs life at West Point.  Cadets there definitely have a very unique experience, and it
was interesting to get to share a bit of their lives for a few days.

In terms of the conference topic itself, there were 14 different groups split along either regional or
thematic lines.  I sat on the China, Japan, and Korea roundtable.  I speak Chinese and have studied in China, so
this is where I was hoping to end up.  I’m very glad I was placed there, because everyone was so
knowledgeable, and I would have felt much less able to contribute to the discussion at a different table.  Our

 

Molly Tolzmann (right) and three  other delegates
 at the banquet dinner and keynote address held at
the close of the conference.
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table contained students from Japan’s national
military academy, Korea, Hong Kong, the
Bahamas, and all over the United States.  Our
table was chaired by two experts on the region,
who shared their experiences and helped guide
our discussion.  We discussed a variety of current
regional issues, ranging from Chinese economic
growth to Japanese remilitarization to nuclear
proliferation.  Our task was to formulate a policy
proposal explaining what course of action we
thought the U.S. should take in the region in the
near future and a means of presenting this to the
other students at the conference.  In trying to
devise a policy, the classic divide between Realist
and Idealist trains of thought definitely became
evident.  It was interesting to experience
formulating a coherent policy with people understanding the situation from a variety of viewpoints, which will be
a valuable experience to remember in any future policy discussions.  We did eventually reach a consensus by
dividing our proposal into economic, military, and social components, and the whole proposal can be read
online at the SCUSA website. (See http://www.dean.usma.edu/departments/sosh/Conferences/scusa/
index.html.)  The conference also provided the opportunity to hear keynote speeches from military and civilian
experts on international policy.  Hearing from people who have worked with various Presidential Administrations
in various countries was very informative in writing our proposal, and I will remember the things that they said
when thinking about these issues in the future.  I am grateful that I had the opportunity to go and experience life
at West Point.  SCUSA was a great conference!

Molly Tolzmann (left), and a delegate from her discussion
group, at the West Point campus.

 

Every year the Department of Political Science provides the financial support to
undergraduate political science majors who serve as delegates at various
national and international conferences and workshops. Bobby Goldaris and
Molly Tolzmann who wrote the two previous articles were our representatives at
the Air Force Academy Conference in Colorado Springs and the Student
Conference for U.S. Affairs at West Point in New York this past school year.

For the past few years, the Department of Political Science has also sponsored
political science majors to attend the Centre International de Formation
Europeenne (CIFE) summer program. Political Science major, Patrick
Reinikainen, just returned from a three-week workshop where he joined several
other international students at the North American European Summer Academy
in Schloss Hofen, Austria. The topic for the workshop was "The Relations
between Europe and North America." About 20 international students, mostly
graduate students, attend this annual summer workshop.

More on the North American European Summer Academy
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SUMMER UNIVERSITY PROGRAM
NORTH AMERICAN EUROPEAN SUMMER ACADEMY
SCHLOSS HOFEN (near BREGENZ, AUSTRIA)  July 14  to 30
THE RELATIONS BETWEEN EUROPE & NORTH AMERICA

The Centre International de Formation
Europeenne (CIFE) offers a North American
European Summer Academy for students.
This year’s academy was held  in Schloss
Hofen, near Bregenz, Austria. The program
workshops are conducted in English.   All
advanced-standing undergraduates are invited
to apply for this program. Students do not
have to be nominated or sponsored by their
home institutions and may apply for this
program at their own expense. For three
years, the Department of Political Science has
opted to provide the financial support for one
or two poli sci majors to attend this
workshop. The financial support has included
covering the cost of the registration fee for
room and board and all lectures plus the cost

of air transportation.
Several experts including academics, social scientists, and practitioners from Europe and North America

will teach in this program. Classes will deal with the situation in Europe, Canada and the United States,
transatlantic security and economic issues such as NATO, commercial relations between North America and
Europe, and also the current challenges of transatlantic relations.

The entire summer school program is based in the education Centre Schloss Hofen. This former castle
was home to the students and lecturers for the duration of the program. Schloss Hofen is located in the
Voralberg mountains within fifteen minutes walk of Lake Constance. In addition to the academic component of
this workshop,  barbecues, boat trips, and other group activities and excursions constitute an important part of
the summer school.

The first week of this three-week program was
dedicated to a discussion of European Union history,
contemporary issues of European integration, the U.S. and
Canada today, and Old Europe - New Europe: the impact
of European Enlargement on transatlantic relations. The
second week was devoted to topics such as NATO,
Security Policy,  Peacekeeping missions,  EU-US Trade
Conflicts in the WTO, the G8, Russia and the European
Union and Transatlantic Relations. During the third and final
week of the workshop, the participants gave group
presentations.

 

Patrick Reinikainen (far left) with participants of
the North American European Summer Academy.

 

Former castle in Schloss Hofen where the
participants were housed and lectures/discussion
 sessions were held.
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Assistant Professor Elizabeth Beaumont received
the 2008-2010 McKnight Land-Grant Professorship.
McKnight Land-Grant Professors are junior faculty
members who show exceptional potential in their fields
of research. The award provides a two-year research
grant as well as a one-year research leave.

Associate Professor Kathleen Collins had an
article published in World Politics titled “Ideas,
Networks, and Islamist Movements: Evidence from
Central Asia and the Caucasus.” She also made two
presentations in Washington, D.C. about “Islamic
Trends in Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan,” and in New
York on “The Rise of Muslim Democracy in Central
Asia and the Caucasus.” She participated in a panel on
“Interfaith Dialogue: Muslim, Christian, and Jewish
Thoughts on Interfaith Relations” at the U which was
co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Center and
the Department of Political Science.

Professor John Freeman was one of eight faculty
members selected for this year’s Award for
Outstanding Contributions to Graduate Education.
Recipients are selected for their engagement of
graduate students in intellectual inquiry; excellence in
teaching; involvement of their students in research,
scholarship and professional development; as well as
advising and mentoring.

Assistant Professor Jane Gingrich was awarded
the Max Weber Fellowship by the European
University Institute in Florence. The Max Weber
Fellowship “is designed for young researchers who
want to take advantage of a period of concentration on
their research and to enhance their academic practice
in a very active and multidisciplinary environment.”
Professor Gingrich will spend the 2008-2009 school
year conducting research in Italy.

Assistant Professor Lisa Hilbink is co-winner of
the Herbert Jacob Prize for her book, Judges Beyond
Politics in Dictatorship and Democracy. The Jacob
Prize is awarded biennially by the Law and Society
Association for “new, outstanding work in law and
society scholarship.”

Associate Professor Tim Johnson won a Morse
Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award. This award
recognizes faculty members for their outstanding
teaching, advising, and mentoring of undergraduate
students. During Tim’s time at the U he has served as
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Director of
Honors, adviser to the U of M Mock Trial Team, and
the Coordinator of the College in Schools program
which enables high school students to take
introductory college courses on their high school
campuses.

Assistant Professor Kathryn Pearson received a
Congressional Research Award from the Dirksen
Congressional Center. This competitive award
provides grants to fund research projects focusing on
congressional leadership and the U.S. Congress.
Kathryn’s research project is titled “Congresswomen
in Pursuit of Power, 1987-2007.”

Professor Wendy Rahn started a non-profit
organization called Survivors’ Training, focusing on
issues of cancer survivorship. Wendy’s organization
has been featured in the nonprofit Twin Cities
newspaper MinnPost, the St. Paul Pioneer Press,
WCCO-TV news, Fox 9 news and in the upcoming
national magazine, Health (December 2008). More
information about Survivors’ Training can be found on
the nonprofit’s web site at www.survivorstraining.org.

Associate Martin W. Sampson III is one of the
recipients of the 2008 President’s Award for
Outstanding Service. This award is presented each
year and recognizes exceptional service and unusual
commitment to the University community.

Faculty Accolades & Awards
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Regents Professor Kathryn Sikkink has been
awarded a fellowship from the John Simon
Guggenheim Foundation. The Foundation provides
fellowships in the arts, humanities, social sciences and
the natural sciences. Kathryn was one of four political
scientists in the country to receive the fellowship. Her
proposed project examines the origins and effects of
the dramatic increase of human rights trials in the
world. The fellowship will allow her to complete a
book manuscript on this topic.

Regents Professor John Sullivan was inducted into
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. The
Academy was established in 1780 to honor influential
thinkers and leaders who address critical social and
intellectual issues, foster public engagement and the
exchange of ideas, as well as mentor a new generation
of scholars.

Assistant Professor Antonio Vázquez -Arr oyo has
accepted a tenure-track position in the Department of
Political Science and joins the faculty in fall 2008.
Antonio earned his Ph.D. at the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst in 2004. His research and
teaching interests are in Political Theory.

Congratulations to the Department
of Political Science’s newly
tenured and now Associate
Professors: Teri Caraway,

Kathleen Collins, Paul Goren,
Ron Krebs and Dara Str olovich.

For the most up-to-date information, visit the
Department of Political Science’s web site at
www.polisci.umn.edu

OR CONTACT

Rose Miskowiec
Undergraduate Adviser

Department of Political Science
1482 Social Sciences

(612) 624-8517
r-misk@umn.edu

Advising hours for Fall Semester:

MTWF  9:00 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Th 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Walk-ins Welcome & Appointments Accepted
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